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MR. HUGHES PHILOSOPHISES 





NTERESTING as an academic disserta- 

tion on the Monroe Doctrine, Mr. Hughes’ 
long address last Friday in Philadelphia 
before the Academy of Political and So- 
cial Science is acutely disappointing as a 
statement of our foreign policy towards 
Europe. 


The United States and Latin-America 

If we accept Mr. Hughes’ interpreta- 
tion of the Monroe Doctrine as a unilat- 
eral policy of the United States, his defi- 
nition and analysis are admirable. He 
shows what the Monroe Doctrine really 
was meant to be and what it should be— 
“a principle of exclusion. Both with ref- 
erence to the declaration as to non-inter- 
vention and as to the extension of terri- 
torial control, it aims directly at the ex- 
clusion of interposition by non-American 
powers.”’ Incidentally, he has softened 
somewhat his harsher Montreal interpre- 
tation of a few weeks ago. His distinc- 
tion between the Monroe Doctrine and 
“our affirmative policies relating to our 
conduct in relation to other American 
states” is useful. With these “affirmative 
policies’, which he divides under nine 
heads, there can be little quarrel. How- 
ever, the declaration under point 3 that 
“it is the policy of the United States to 
support” the property rights of its citi- 
zens legally acquired abroad, is doubtless 
open to grave abuse. The same might be 
said of one or two other principles which 
the Secretary lays down. But on the 
whole, Latin-America will find more to 
applaud than to criticise. 


What About Europe? 


Only at one point, and then merely 
parenthetically, did the Secretary of 
State seem to remember that the United 
States was recently a partner in the 
greatest war of modern times. He gives 


the impression that our part in destro 
ing vast empires and in reorganizing : 
entire continent has not materially 
changed our government’s obligations 
towards Europe and the rest of the world. 
He goes farther. He sets up straw dan- 
gers—‘“‘alliance’’, ‘meddling in Europe”, 
“the sacrifice of our independent posi- 
tion’”’, committing “ourselves in advance 
with respect to the employment of the 
power of the United States in unknown 
contingencies’—and then solemnly de. 
stroys them. Such arguments, thougl 
they may be merely concessions to the ir 
reconcilable and politically troublesome 
Hiram Johnson, are unworthy of Mr 
Hughes. No more worthy is his hal 
truth: “the difficulties which beset Eu 
rope have their causes within Europe 
and not in any act or policy of ours.” 

Elaborate and nicely developed analy 
ses cannot take the place of direct 
and simple proposals. Philosophic gener- 
alities, no matter how meticulousl 
wrought, are no substitute for a positiv 
foreign policy. 

JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


The German Internal Situation 
FTER a seven days’ crisis, Preside 
Ebert, November 29, found someon: 
who could form a cabinet—Dr. Wilhel 
Marx, hitherto the unspectacular leader of 
the Centre party. Dr. Stresemann is to 
be a member of the new government, act- 
ing as Foreign Minister. It is too early 
yet to say whether the Marx cabinet will 
secure a parliamentary majority. 
German Imports 
N view of recent news dispatches which 
have been featured in some of the met- 
ropolitan papers to the effect that the port 
of Hamburg is as busy as before the war, 
it is interesting to note that according to 
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the United States commercial reports The Italian-Spanish “Entente” ~ 
dated November 19, “the German con- 


sumption of American cotton in the second 
half of the cotton year was 262,000 bales 
or 72 per cent of the quantity used in the 
first half of the last cotton year. ... A 
further decrease in consumption is antici- 
pated. The copper consumption is esti- 
mated at a maximum of 3,000 tons monthly 
against 10,000 tons monthly last year. 
Imports of lubricating oil for the first 
eight months of 1923 were 54 per cent of 
last year’s, of illuminating oil, 32 per cent, 
and of crude oil, slightly over 50 per cent.” 


Pertinent in this connection is the fol- 
lowing extract from a letter of a well- 
known professor of international law 
which refers to our comment in the News 
Bulletin of October 19: 


“IT noted with interest your criticism of 
the New York Times article, with respect to 


their conclusions from the statistics of ‘Ger- 
man’ imports. The article was misleading. 
But your criticism could have been made 


stronger, I think. Our Department of Com- 
merce reports its statistics by place of desti- 
nation, so that unless the bill of lading shows 
a through shipment, every item going to 
Bremen or Hamburg is credited to Germany. 
The fact is, that since the decadence of 
Trieste and Fiume, a great part of the trade 
of Czecho-Slovakia, Hungary, Poland, and 
other Central European countries goes 
through the two large German ports, and it 
may therefore be definitely assumed that a 
considerable part of the cotton and copper 
imports of Bremen and Hamburg are not for 
German consumption, but for that of other 
interior countries. That makes the statistics, 
which the Times so unfairly uses, utterly 
worthless as an indication of German trade.” 


Moves Towards Recognition of Russia 


ITHIN the last few days it has been 

officially stated in Rome that Mus- 
solini favors the recognition of the Soviet 
Government. Suggestions are made that 
the resumption of full diplomatic rela- 
tions will be followed by trade arrange- 
ments mutually beneficial to the two 
countries. 


Somewhat earlier the “Baldwin mis- 
sion” of ten British business men who 
have been studying trade possibilities in 
Russia made its report. This was sum- 
marized in the weekly Manchester Guar- 
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dian of November 23 as follows: 


“The Soviet Government is, in their opinion, 
rapidly putting itself on a sound business foot- 
ing. They are satisfied with the measures of 
currency reform that have been adopted. The 
Russian Budget, they note, is now being balanced 
by taxation and retrenchment; trade monopoly 
has disappeared. General conditions have im- 
proved enormously. Finally, the mission is con- 
vinced that the Russian Government, if it can 
be assured of the credit necessary for rapid de- 
velopment of industry, would assume and liqui- 
date all debts other than inter-Governmental war 
debts. ‘There is,’ the report adds, ‘no doubt of 
Russia’s possibility of paying.’ ” 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 


T HE recent state visit of the Spani 
sovereigns accompanied by the Mi 


tary Dictator, Primo Rivera, has appar. 
ently resulted in the establishment 
closer relations between Spain and Ita 
and also between the Vatican and “the 


Catholic majesties.’”’ Almost nothing 
known of the details of the understand- 
ing reached between Mussolini and 
Primo Rivera. Sensational stories fro 
Paris to the effect that this new Spanis 
Italian accord endangers British and 
French interests in the Mediterranea: 
need not be taken very seriously. Though 





it is likely that the two Latin dictators § Robe 
have reached agreement on various thy 
phases of Mediterranean policy, the only 
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probable point of immediate interest 
concerns the question of Tangiers’ 
where Italy and Spain are apt to unit 
their diplomatic forces against what the 
believe to be the tendency of France a1 
Great Britain to exclude them from their 
proper share in determining the futur 
control of Morocco. 
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Hungary and the League Brefri 

, +. announcement was made in Lon- 

don on November 29 that the details 9W!™” 

of the proposed loan to Hungary as part §'°,‘° 

of the program of reconstruction for that §' 

country under the auspices of the League 78'’© 

of Nations, had been worked out by a com- 9 ™°" 
mittee of the League and would be sub- 

mitted for final approval to the next meet “A 





ing of the Council this month. Unlike the | tend 
case of Austria, the Hungarian loan is not }°W" 
to be guaranteed by other countries. It | 2©"5 
is to be for about 250,000,000 gold kronen — 
Recent Books KO} 

WILL IRWIN’S Christ or Mars (Apple- |, i 
ton & Company) is as interesting a study }__.- 
as the author’s earlier volume, The Nest a a 
War, and much more fundamental. Mr. ee 
Irwin has written not only for church- } ore, 
men or even for church people, but for wou 
all those who feel any sense of obligation } \ i+} 
to consider ways and means by which the };,.. 
chances for the recurrence of appalling nf 
world wars may be diminished. alien 
whe 

GENERAL HENRY T. ALLEN’S My Rhine- Roe 
land Journal (Houghton Mifflin Co.) is an ]fac¢ 
intimate, chatty and interesting account [fair 
of the daily life and impressions of the [pja) 


American commander in the occupied re- 
gions from the Armistice to the final with- 
drawal of the American troops. It 
a mine of source material for the study of [98 
many of the underlying forces which are |/he 
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continuing to embitter relations between }'§ ¢ 
Germany and France and between France T 
and Great Britain. 7 
* Bulletin Vol. II, No. 50, October 26, 1923. But 
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